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Synopsis
Exciting firsthand account of sailor’s life in the 1870s: working the ship in rough weather, pleasures

of shore leave, exotic lands and native girls, more. Enhanced with period illustrations of stately

clippers, bustling New England harbors and picturesque ports of call.
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Customer Reviews

"The Making of a Sailor" is absolutely fascinating. Frederick sailed and lived life aboard
enthusiastically. He records the ups and downs around the world on a square rigged clipper. We
see the men interacting together, the command of a ship, the life of the sailors, and operations of
such a ship. The loading and unloading descriptions in Australia and Java are insightful and
interesting. The sailors’ trips ashore likewise.Harlow’s descriptions of the management of ships
really shows how complicated and highly skilled it was.All in all, this is a wonderfully engrossing tale
by a man who was there and has the word expertise to describe it in wonderful detail. Highly

recommend.

This is the best description of the hard life of an American sailor in the 1870s. Harlow, from New
England, describes his first coastal voyage on a schooner, down the coast and up the Chesapeake
and the Potomac. Then he tells of his long voyage to Australia on a square rigger. The book is
fascinating and easy to read even if you don’t fully understand all the nautical terms. It is well

documented with sea chanteys, pictures and explanatory footnotes.
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